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PART A – ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

1 SUMMARY 
 Highlight the nature, uniqueness and significance of the nominated documentary heritage.  

The Châtelet banners series, created in 1461, covers the registration and publication – 
hence its name – of legislative texts (letters patent, decrees and charters whose content was 
worthy of publicity).  

Among these are guilds’ statutes or orders of a general nature, royal decrees concerning the 
city, concessions of rights or privileges to certain trade associations or offices, and more 
generally texts regulating a given profession or activity. 

This register, referenced as Y9, the third volume of banners, corresponding to the 1515-1546 
period, bears witness to the extraordinary legislative, administrative and legal output of 
Francis I’s reign. 

In particular, the records include Francis’s decree requiring booksellers and printers to legally 
deposit their work. 

This decree by Francis I, dated 28 December 1537, is the first text imposing a legal 
obligation on printers and booksellers to deposit a copy of each of their publications in the 
king’s library (and subsequently other central State institutions). It came in a particular 
economic and social context, as the number of booksellers and printers in Europe increased 
considerably after the invention of printing in the fifteenth century. The act should also be 
sited in the religious context, whose importance must be underlined, since the deposit 
requirement enabled the content of published work to be controlled and therefore widely 
disseminated. In the age of religious reform, it was important for the reigning power to ensure 
that any “heretical theories” did not spread. Furthermore, Francis, sovereign of the French 
Renaissance, certainly wished to keep in his library the work produced thanks to a booming 
printing press. In addition to the political considerations motivating the publication of this 
decree, heritage goals were therefore present from the beginning. 

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, many European countries established a 
procedure imitating the French model.  

In 1945, UNESCO encouraged all countries worldwide, especially developing countries, to 
organize the mandatory collection of publications produced on their national territories. 

Francis I’s decree therefore represents a fundamental terminus a quo in the history of legal 
deposit. 
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2. DETAILS OF THE NOMINATOR 

2.1 Name (person or organization) 

 National Archives, Paris 

2.2 Relationship to the documentary heritage nominated 

 Owner and preservation authority 

2.3 Contact person (s) 

–  Isabelle Foucher, chargées d’études documentaires [documentary research manager], 
responsible for the Châtelet de Paris Y Series. 

– Elsa Marguin-Hamon, conservateur du patrimoine [heritage curator]. 

2.4 Contact details (include address, phone, fax, email) 

 Archives Nationales 
 60 rue des Francs-Bourgeois 75003 Paris 
 France  

 isabelle.foucher@culture.gouv.fr  
 +33 140276003  

 elsa.marguin@culture.gouv.fr  

3 IDENTITY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE DOCUMENTARY HERITAGE 

3.1 Name and identification details of the items being nominated  

Title 

Châtelet de Paris third banner registry, 1515-1546 (one item from 1486)  

Preservation venue of the original item: National Archives, Paris, Y9.  

Bibliography: 

Catalogue des actes de François Ier [Catalogue of Francis I’s deeds], Act No. 9476, Paris, 
1889, Vol. III, p. 426.  

Inventaire analytique des livres de couleur et bannières du Châtelet de Paris [Analytical 
Inventory of Châtelet de Paris Banners and Books in Colour], by Alexandre Tuetey, Paris, 
1989.  

Critical edition in: Ordonnances des rois de France. Règne de François [Ordinances of the 
Kings of France. The Reign of Francis.] Paris, 1963, 1972, VIII (1536-1537), pp. 494-500.  

R. Estivals, Le dépôt légal sous l'Ancien Régime [Legal Deposit Under the Ancien Regime], 
Paris, 1964. Le dépôt légal. Son organisation et son fonctionnement dans les divers pays 
[Legal Registration: its Organization and Workings in the Different Countries], Paris, 1938. 
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3.2 Description 

The register contains 291 pages. The binding was restored in 1980. It is full-bound in natural 
calfskin, has raised bands on the spine and cold tooling. 

The letters banning all the kingdom’s printers and booksellers from selling any printed book, 
in Latin, Greek or any other ancient or modern language, before depositing a copy with 
Mellin de Saint-Gelais, the custodian of the books in Blois, and from selling printed works 
abroad without having communicated them to Saint-Gelais, in order prevent the spread of 
erroneous doctrines (issued in Montpellier on 28 December 1537) were registered at 
Châtelet de Paris (register III of the banners), on page 106-107 of the register, now 
referenced as Y9, on 7 March 1538. It is the oldest example of the text, of which only two 
copies exist (from the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries), dating from after registration at 
Châtelet. It was on this basis of this banner register that the critical edition of the text (supra) 
was established. 

4 JUSTIFICATION FOR INCLUSION/ ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 
 Refer to section 4.2 of the General Guidelines for the selection criteria. If space is insufficient, attach 

separate sheets. Each question must be answered. 

 
4.1 Is authenticity established? (see 4.2.3) 

The register’s authenticity is established.  

It is the original registration of the decree at Châtelet de Paris – the oldest preserved 
evidence of the act.  

 
4.2 Is world significance, uniqueness and irreplaceability established? (see 4.2.4) 

This register is unique and irreplaceable. 

4.3 Is one or more of the criteria of (a) time (b) place (c) people (d) subject and 
theme (e) form and style (f) social, spiritual and community significance 
satisfied? (see 4.2.5)  

 Provide an explanation against each criterion selected. Attach separate statement if space insufficient. 

 
The entire Y9 banner registry, and in particular the decree requiring booksellers and printers 
to legally deposit their work, bears witness to royal intervention that was frequent during the 
long and brilliant reign of Francis I, in various fields: economic life, religious context and 
cultural environment in a broad sense. 

Indeed, Francis I founded the royal library: it was first established in Blois, before being 
transferred over the course of the century to Fontainebleau, then Paris at the beginning of 
the seventeenth century. He introduced the legal deposit system, which regularly enriched 
the holdings, from two angles. This creation took into account the plan to preserve the ever-
increasing quantity of printed work produced in France. The idea of a unitary Nation-State 
emerged at the end of the Middle Ages and was spread and amplified by the choice of a 
single language for the production of public acts with the Ordinance of Villers-Cotterêts (from 
10-15 October 1539), only two years after the Montpellier Ordinance. In these conditions, 
one can only surmise that in this first “French Renaissance” there was a form of national 
cultural conscience that would be associated with the royal wish to collect the territory’s 
entire printed output. In response to the imposition of a “French language”, which was 
defended by du Bellay 10 years later, came the unification in a single place of conservation 
of intellectual work produced in France. 
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Added to this humanist preoccupation, which reinforced Francis I’s image as the sovereign of 
the French Renaissance, were completely different concerns connected with the king’s 
religious policy.  

Francis I’s reign was characterized by the precarious balance that he tried to maintain 
between vigilance and relative tolerance vis-à-vis Protestant theories. The “Affair of the 
Placards”, that is, the posting in October 1537 of pamphlets calling into question the king and 
the Catholic faith on the walls of the royal bed chamber in the Château of Amboise, led the 
royal power to equip itself with new means to control the spread of such ideas. Moreover, the 
Montpellier letters mention the objective, right from their heading.  

An edict in August 1617 completed them, subordinating to legal deposit the protection 
guaranteed by the king against unauthorized copies. In this way, legal deposit eventually 
enabled authors to register and precisely date their work, and consequently to claim 
authorship in the case of a legal dispute; this was a key element in asserting copyright. 

The number of deposited copies increased, first in 1614 when Parisian printers and 
booksellers were required to provide the Community of Booksellers with a copy of the work 
sent to the royal library, and again in 1638, when the Chancellor also received a copy, then 
in 1658, when an additional deposit was made at the Cabinet du Roi. In 1791, the National 
Assembly abolished the obligation of depositing work, in the name of the principle of free 
circulation of goods and ideas, held dear by philosophers of the Enlightenment. It was 
reinstated, however, as an optional measure and to protect intellectual property, from 1793. It 
became compulsory once again in 1810. 

The French model spread to other European countries in the seventeenth century. In 
Germany, Ferdinand II imposed, by letters patent dated 26 August 1624, the deposit of a 
copy of all published books at the court library. The Chancery Ordinance of 22 September 
1661 mandated two deposits for the Kingdom of Sweden, one at the national archives and 
the other at the royal library. In 1679, a resolution of the States of Holland and West Frisia 
obliged all persons authorized to publish (the holders of a specific permit) to submit a copy of 
their work to the Leiden library. All these early cases of deposit led to the enrichment of 
central libraries. Today, legal deposit is recognized by UNESCO as essential to the 
preservation of the memory of the world. 

4.4  Are there issues of rarity, integrity, threat and management that relate to this 
nomination? (see 4.2.6) 

 Attach a separate statement if space insufficient.  

The Y9 register is unique. 

Concerning the mandate, it is (supra) the only preserved record contemporary to the original 
document. Its unique and highly rare nature is therefore an established fact. 

5 LEGAL INFORMATION 

5.1 Owner of the document heritage (name and contact details) 

National Archives, Paris 
(Service with national scope. Direction des Archives de France [Department of French 
Archives]/Ministry of Culture)  
60 rue des Francs-Bourgeois  
75003 Paris 
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5.3 Legal status: public archives (1979 law) 

(a) Category of ownership 

It is a public document 

(b) Accessibility 

The document is accessible to the public, pending microfilming or digitization of the series of 
banner registers to which it belongs. 

(c) Copyright status 

Not applicable. 

(d) Responsible administration 

Ministry of Culture, National Archives, Paris 

(e) Other factors 

6 MANAGEMENT PLAN 

6.1 Is there a management plan in existence for this documentary heritage? 

No. 

The document is kept, with the entire series it belongs to, in one of the National Archives’ 
historical stores. While the document is protected individually, the general conditions of the 
room do not meet the demands of conservation for climate reasons. The saturation of all 
deposits on the site does not currently permit a move to more appropriate premises to be 
envisaged. 

7 CONSULTATION 

7.1  Provide details of consultation about this nomination with (a) the owner of the 
heritage (b) the custodian (c) your national or regional Memory of the World committee 

The document owner is party to the nomination. 

The French committee has issued a favourable opinion of the nomination. 

At its meeting in July 2009, the International Advisory Committee of the World Memory 
Programme recommended the provisional inscription of the Decree of Francis I establishing 
a compulsory legal deposit system for printed material produced in France on the 
international register (pending nomination of the complete Y9 register). 

PART B – SUBSIDIARY INFORMATION 
The following information will not be taken into account in deciding whether or not to inscribe documentary 

heritage on the Register but will be included in the database as additional information. Some of this information 
may be drawn from the management plan (item 6 above). 
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8 ASSESSMENT OF RISK 

8.1 Details the nature and scope of threats to this documentary heritage (see 5.5) 

The only threats that the document might face stem from climate conditions in the store 
where it is being kept (considerable differences in temperature and hygrometry observed 
over a year), in the absence of available premises. 

9 ASSESSMENT OF PRESERVATION 

9.1 Detail the preservation context of the documentary heritage (see 3.3)  

The register’s binding was redone in 1980, and the pages were reinserted – and furthermore, 
the most damaged were backed with Japanese paper. Its preservation condition has 
improved considerably as a result. The document is, however, kept in a room where climate 
conditions are unsatisfactory. 

PART C – LODGEMENT 

This nomination is lodged by: 

 

 

(Please print name)…Agnès Magnien, director, National Archives  

 

(Signature)…………………………………  (Date)……………………………………… 

 


